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Incumbents
A bove is the complete list of congressional and gubernatorial casualties as of June 15 -arguably the halfway point of the 2010 primary season. For many political observers, a group that can be counted on one hand is not enough to sustain the year-long story line that anti-incumbent sentiment is at a fever pitch.
Critics have a point. Few incumbents have gone down to defeat thus far. The number in the House in midJune stood at two, exactly half the total of U.S. representatives that lost primaries in 2008. At the gubernatorial level, only one incumbent has been defeated so far, matching the number in the last midterm election in 2006 when Sarah Palin upended Gov. Frank Murkowski in the Republican gubernatorial primary in Alaska. Only at the Senate level is modern political history being made, with the two senators denied renomination in the first half of 2010 already representing the highest total since 1980.
But it is largely out of the limelight, in the murkier world of close calls and warning shots, that anti-incumbent sentiment has been evident. There, many more incumbents are having to break a sweat to win their party primaries than in recent election years.
Already, more than three dozen House members have been held to less than 75% of their party's primary vote. That is more sub-75% showings than in the entire 2008 primary season (or 2006 and 2004 , for that matter).
And it is not just Democratic House members who are having to break a sweat, but Republicans as well. The tally of representatives drawing less than 75% in their primary currently stands at 21 Republicans, 16 Democrats.
(through mid-June)
Incumbents Denied Nomination
House Senate Governors Anti-incumbent sentiment has indeed been evident in the first half of the 2010 primary season. But it has not been in the number of defeated House incumbents, which in mid-June stood at two. Rather, it has been in the number of House members who have had to "break a sweat" to win their primary, which is significantly higher than recent years. Already, more than three dozen House members have been held to less than 75% of their party's primary vote, surpassing the total number of sub-75% representatives in the entire primary seasons of 2004, 2006 or 2008. Consistently, Republicans have had more House members in the sub-75% category than Democrats, a trend that has continued thus far this year in spite of what is considered to be a strong tide running against the Democratic Party. As for the outright defeat of House incumbents in party primaries, the casualty list since 2004 stands even at five Democrats and five Republicans. In 2010, it stood at one Democrat and one Republican as of June 15.
The total of House members listed below who received less than 75% of the primary vote includes those who were defeated. note: Listing incumbents in a general election based on a 75% threshold would be ridiculous. But in a primary, losing 25%, 30% or more is notable, given that it could indicate a fracturing of the party base in an era when incumbents hope for a virtually unanimous vote from their party members in the fall. To many readers, 75% may seem a very generous threshold for measuring a significant primary challenge. To be sure, many incumbents below this mark were easy winners. Yet for a governor or member of Congress to lose 25% or more of their party's primary vote is not a good sign in an era when parties rely on winning a virtually unanimous share of their base vote in November.
On the Republican side, a number of the challenges to congressional members have come from "Tea Party" activists. In Texas, a primary opponent of GOP Rep. Ralph Hall even had the nickname "Tea." The challengers often have been low on funds and name recognition, yet in many cases they still have been able to draw a protest vote of a size that catches the eye. Second, long-time members of Congress in particular should be on guard. If there is one thing that could be worse this year than being an incumbent, it is a veteran incumbent.
Finally, while it is problematic how many incumbents will actually go down in November, the increase in the number of contested congressional primaries points to the possibility of a lot more close races than usual this fall. And when a contest is close, it becomes an open question how it might break at the end.
(This text is based on a column written June 17, 2010, for the "Capital Journal" blog in the online edition of the Wall Street Journal.)
(Continued from Page 4)
The 2010 primary season has reached the halfway point, with a hiatus ahead before the primaries resume again in earnest. Following the June 22 action -a primary in Utah plus runoff elections in North and South Carolina -the stage goes dark until mid-July. 
July-August Primary Calendar at a Glance
If anti-incumbent sentiment is as strong as many people think it is, it should be quite visible in the weeks ahead. The upcoming primaries will also offer further opportunities for President Barack Obama to demonstrate his political clout. Obama is actively backing Bennet, and made a fund-raising trip to Colorado earlier in the year to help boost the senator's candidacy. 
Total Votes 257,387
Note: A pound sign (#) indicates the two candidates that qualified for the runoff.
CAlIFoRnIA PRIMARY (June 8)
In Carly Fiorina and Meg Whitman, the California GOP ticket this fall will be led by two wealthy businesswomen. Fiorina pulled away from her two main rivals, Tom Campbell, a social moderate from the Bay area, and Chuck DeVore, an ardent conservative, to win the Senate nomination. She will face Democratic incumbent Barbara Boxer, who was an easy winner on the Democratic side. One of Boxer's primary opponents was political blogger Mickey Kaus, who took 5% of the vote. Note: A pound sign (#) indicates the two candidates that qualified for the runoff.
ARKAnSAS PRIMARY (May 18)
Republican Mike Huckabee won two terms as governor in the wake of Bill Clinton and his Democratic successor, but the GOP is not given much chance of regaining the office this year. Ex-eBay CEO Meg Whitman spent roughly $80 million out of her own pocket to nail down the GOP gubernatorial nomination, sweeping every county in the state in the process. She will face Democrat Jerry Brown, who won two terms as governor back in the 1970s, and had no major opposition for his party's nomination this year. This fall's gubernatorial race in Maine will be the proverbial study in contrasts. Democrat Libby Mitchell is a veteran of more than a quarter century in Maine politics, and became the first gubernatorial candidate to win nomination using the state's public financing system. Republican Paul LePage is a small city mayor and chain store executive who drew support from the "Tea Party" movement. note: Results are from the round of voting in which the winner was elected to Congress. In the special House election in the Hawaii 1st District, multiple Democratic, Republican and independent candidates ran together on the same ballot. Percentages are given in parentheses for the leading Democratic, Republican and "Other" candidates. In the Georgia 9th, the runoff election featured two Republicans. In this contest, the winner's percentage is indicated in parentheses. In the special House election in the New York 23rd District, Conservative Party candidate Douglas Hoffman drew 46% of the vote.
Sources:
Results are based on official returns from the web sites of state election authorities except for those from Georgia and Hawaii, which are nearly complete but unofficial. The 2008 presidential vote by congressional district is from the web site of Swing State Project, while the statewide '08 presidential vote for Massachusetts is from America Votes (CQ Press).
